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o^»!I?! VAL DEVICE AND STORAGE DEVICE, AND RETRIEVING METHOD AND STORING METHOD 
STORAGE MEDIUM WHERE PROGRAMS THEREOF ARE RECORDED 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To make the retrieval speed faster than that for an entire 
search by using indexes of feature quantities extracted from music information and to 
comply with a variety of retrieval requests by performing similar retrieval based upon 
feature quantities. 

SOLUTION: In the conversion and storage phase of a retrieval object, a conversion part 3 
converts source data of music to music information, divides the music information into 
pieces of partial data, and extracts feature quantities from the pieces of partial data A 
storage part 4 stores the extracted feature quantities of the retrieval object in a data 
base with indexes. In the retrieval phase of music information, the conversion part to 
music information 3 similarly extracts feature quantities from the source data of music as 
retrieval conditions and a music information retrieval part 5 retrieves similar source data 
from the data base in the storage part 4 by making use of indexes. The result is 
outputted to a display and sound source device 6. 
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